PANTHRISK WEEKLY RISK REPORT

Week of April 12-18, 2026

Panthrisk monitors humanity’s most serious existential threats using
curated news sources and Al-assisted analysis. Each day, our models
evaluate key global developments, generate risk-level assessments,
and propose actionable interventions. This weekly report summarizes
the trends, risk shifts, and notable insights from April 12-18, 2026
across all tracked categories.
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Nuclear War
Score Trend (Week of April 12-18, 2026)
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This week, the nuclear threat level remains elevated due to several
geopolitical tensions and developments. The breakdown of US-Iran
nuclear talks has significantly contributed to heightened global
tensions, with Iran showing no signs of abandoning its nuclear
ambitions. Additionally, North Korea's expansion of its nuclear arsenal
and Russia's potential space-based nuclear ambitions are causing
further concern. The situation is exacerbated by stalled negotiations
and potential shifts in nuclear policy in Ukraine and Finland, alongside
ongoing modernization efforts of nuclear arsenals worldwide. These
developments underscore the urgent need for renewed diplomatic
efforts and strengthened international agreements to address the

growing nuclear threat.



Nuclear War

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Convene an emergency session of the UN Security Council
to address the breakdown in US-Iran nuclear negotiations and explore
diplomatic solutions.

e [NGO] Launch awareness campaigns to educate the public and
policymakers on the risks of nuclear proliferation and the importance of arms
control agreements.

e [Industry] Invest in technologies that improve verification and monitoring
capabilities for nuclear treaties and agreements.

e [International Organizations] Facilitate urgent diplomatic talks involving
North Korea to address and de-escalate nuclear developments.

e [Government] Enhance surveillance and defense systems to counter
potential space-based nuclear threats.
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Nuclear War

Relevant Articles

Vance: US and Iran fail to reach... [April 12] - Read article

Israel may eventually turn to nu... [April 12] - Read article
Realistic to secure Iran's nucle... [April 12] — Read article
Russia Urges US To Stop EU From ... [April 12] - Read article
Russian intelligence claims EUi... [April 12] - Read article

Warnings in Finland: Gowing deb... [April 13] - Read article
Vance: US and Iran fail to reach... [April 13] — Read article

I srael may eventually turn to nu... [April 13] — Read article
More Nuclear States Is Not a Rec... [April 13] - Read article
In exchange for giving up nuclea... [April 13] - Read article

Warnings in Finland: G owing deb... [April 14] — Read article
Zel enskyy calls Ukraine's abando... [April 14] - Read article
More Nuclear States Is Not a Rec... [April 14] - Read article
Realistic to secure Iran's nucle... [April 14] — Read article
Zel ensky says abandoning nuclear... [April 14] — Read article
Failure of Islamabad Talks May H .. [April 15] - Read article
‘Bad news’: US negotiations with... [April 15] — Read article

Vance - Iran unwilling to abando... [April 15] — Read article
JD Vance says talks end without ... [April 15] — Read article
Vance: US and Iran fail to reach... [April 15] — Read article
Japan should urge Iran to stay i... [April 16] — Read article
US Space Command warns Russia ma... [April 16] — Read article
Trunp warns no deal if lran purs... [April 16] — Read article
UN WAt chdog Warns North Korea Ra... [April 16] — Read article
UN wat chdog says North Korea is ... [April 16] — Read article
New START: Russia puts nuclear w... [April 17] - Read article
North Korea expands nucl ear weap... [April 17] - Read article
Nort h Korea nmakes “very serious”... [April 17] — Read article
North Korea boosting ability to ... [April 17] — Read article
"Very serious increase': UN watc... [April 17] — Read article
REPORT: China Modernizing Nuclea... [April 18] — Read article
US Space Conmand warns Russia ma... [April 18] - Read article
Russia plans to put nuclear weap... [April 18] — Read article
UN wat chdog says North Korea is ... [April 18] — Read article
Nort h Korea nmakes “very serious”... [April 18] — Read article
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Artificial Intelligence
Score Trend (Week of April 12-18, 2026)
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This week, the risk level associated with Artificial Intelligence remains
moderate, primarily due to rapid advancements in Al capabilities and
the increasing deployment of Al across various sectors. Concerns
persist about the ethical use of Al, potential misuse, job displacement,
and the need for improved regulatory frameworks. There is a notable
emphasis on enhancing Al safety and alignment efforts to mitigate
risks of uncontrolled Al behavior. Additionally, issues such as privacy,
cybersecurity, and the concentration of power in Al development are
highlighted as areas requiring attention. The trend underscores the
necessity for comprehensive regulations and global cooperation to
ensure the responsible development and deployment of Al

technologies.



Artificial Intelligence

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement comprehensive Al regulations that address ethical
use, privacy, and cybersecurity concerns to ensure responsible Al
deployment.

e [Industry] Develop and adhere to industry-wide safety and alignment
standards to prevent misuse and ensure Al systems operate as intended.

e [Academia] Conduct interdisciplinary research on the societal impacts of Al,
focusing on job displacement, ethical considerations, and alignment
challenges.

e [NGO] Advocate for transparency and accountability in Al development and
deployment to protect public interest and build trust.

¢ [International Bodies] Facilitate global cooperation on Al governance to
manage cross-border implications and ensure equitable benefits from Al
advancements.
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Artificial Intelligence

Relevant Articles

Announci ng the QpenAl Safety Fel... [April 12] — Read article
Accel erating the next phase of Al [April 12] - Read article
Radi cal Shifts Wthin Oacle: Cu... [April 12] — Read article
pinion: Artificial intelligence... [April 12] — Read article
Using artificial intelligence to... [April 12] - Read article
Responsi bl e and safe use of Al [April 13] - Read article
Accel erating the next phase of Al [April 13] — Read article
New Future of Work: Al is drivin... [April 13] — Read article
Gen Z Sabotaging Al at Work So I... [April 13] — Read article
The Fed and US Treasury gathered... [April 13] — Read article
Announci ng the OpenAl Safety Fel... [April 14] — Read article
Al & Tech Brief: Radical activis... [April 14] - Read article
Hor net security by Proofpoint Al ... [April 14] - Read article
Chio bill would nmake Al-generate... [April 14] — Read article
Al safety tips for teens - WFSB [April 14] — Read article
Responsi bl e and safe use of Al [April 15] — Read article

I ntroduci ng the OpenAl Safety Bu... [April 15] - Read article
Deepeni ng our partnership with t... [April 15] - Read article
Scammers are conning congregatio... [April 15] — Read article
Artificial Intelligence, Targeti... [April 15] — Read article
Responsi bl e and safe use of Al [April 16] — Read article

HSCC Cui de Targets Third-Party A .. [April 16] — Read article
Anid artificial intelligence exp... [April 16] — Read article
Amid artificial intelligence exp... [April 16] — Read article
As Al Adoption Qutpaces Controls... [April 16] — Read article
I ntroducing GPT-Rosalind for Iif... [April 17] — Read article
Accel erating the cyber defense e... [April 17] — Read article
Bank of England Probes Al Threat... [April 17] — Read article
The Bank of England |aunches Al ... [April 17] — Read article
OpenAl Launches Fellowship to Fu... [April 17] — Read article
I ntroducing GPT-Rosalind for Iif... [April 18] — Read article
Trusted access for the next era ... [April 18] — Read article
Anthropic CEO visits Wiite House... [April 18] — Read article
Anthropic’'s Mythos Model Draws W.. [April 18] — Read article
Hundr eds of Fake Pro-Trunp Avata... [April 18] — Read article
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Climate Change

Score Trend (Week of April 12-18, 2026)
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This week, climate change trends indicate an acceleration of risks due
to extreme weather events, ecosystem disruptions, and policy
challenges. The transition from La Nifa to neutral ENSO conditions is
contributing to an active tornado season, further exacerbating climate
instability. High risks are noted from feedback loops and new methane
sources, which are intensifying the impacts on both biodiversity and
human systems. The frequency and intensity of these events highlight
the urgent need for effective policy responses and adaptation

strategies to mitigate the growing threats posed by climate change.



Climate Change

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement stricter regulations on greenhouse gas emissions
and enhance support for renewable energy initiatives.

e [NGQ] Increase public awareness campaigns to educate communities on
climate change impacts and promote adaptive strategies.

e [Industry] Invest in sustainable technologies and practices to reduce carbon
footprints and enhance climate resilience.

e [Research Institutions] Conduct further studies on climate feedback loops
and their potential impacts to inform policy and mitigation strategies.

e [International Organizations] Facilitate global cooperation to address
cross-border climate impacts and support vulnerable regions.
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Climate Change

Relevant Articles

Deadly Wnter StormHts US as C. ..
d i mate Change Accel eration Alar..
Sel f-Centered Policies Darkening..
2 New Speci es Joi ned the Endange. .
Cimte change is outpacing evol..
VWhat does Trunp’s EPA reversal o..
NI O study: dimate change |inked..
Deadly Wnter StormHts US as C. ..
d i mate Change Accel eration Alar..
Study finds hidden | ake network ..
Drowned chi cks and food scarcity..
Drought Parches Florida [April 14]
Cat 5 Super Typhoon Sinlaku the ..
H dden ocean feedback | oop could..
d i mat e Change Pushes Enperor Pe..
Atlantic current shows steady de..
Tornado season 2025: active thro..
May 2025 ENSO update: eye of neu...
April 2025 ENSO update: La N fa ..
Delta Air Lines Follows The U S...
Cimte Change |Is Here—and Anmeri. ..
@ obal warming is making the str...
Ccean eddies are anplifying clim..
Africa’ s forests no longer help ..
d obal warming is making the str...
d obal warnmi ng causes Col onbi an ..
Sci entists di scover hidden ocean..
Govt Forns “War Rooni In Prepara..
Lumi s Says Congress Shoul d Set

Sci enti sts di scover hidden ocean..
A obal warmng is nmaking the str...
Enperor penguin and Antarctic fu..
Moder at e gl obal warmn ng does not..
Record-shattering March tenperat..

[April 12] — Read article
[April 12] - Read article
[April 12] — Read article
[April 12] - Read article
[April 12] - Read article
[April 13] — Read article
[April 13] - Read article
[April 13] — Read article
[April 13] — Read article
[April 13] - Read article
[April 13] — Read article
— Read article
[April 14] - Read article
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[April 14] - Read article
[April 15] — Read article
[April 15] - Read article
[April 15] — Read article
[April 16] — Read article
[April 16] - Read article
[April 16] — Read article
[April 16] — Read article
[April 16] - Read article
[April 17] — Read article
[April 17] — Read article
[April 17] - Read article
[April 17] — Read article
[April 17] - Read article
[April 18] - Read article
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[April 18] — Read article
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Pandemics
Score Trend (Week of April 12-18, 2026)
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This week, the pandemic risk remains moderate, primarily due to
ongoing outbreaks of measles, avian flu, and the emergence of new
COVID-19 variants. Challenges such as vaccine hesitancy and
misinformation continue to hinder effective vaccine uptake,
exacerbating the situation. The risk level increased to high on April 18
due to the widespread impact of long COVID and the resurgence of
MERS cases. Efforts are needed to enhance surveillance, improve
public health communication, and address misinformation to mitigate

these risks.
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Pandemics

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Increase funding for vaccine outreach and education
programs to improve coverage and combat misinformation, particularly in
areas with ongoing outbreaks.

e [Health Organizations] Enhance surveillance and rapid response
capabilities for emerging infectious diseases, focusing on new COVID-19
variants and avian flu.

e [NGO] Support community-based initiatives to address vaccine hesitancy
and misinformation, leveraging trusted local leaders and channels.

e [Research Institutions] Accelerate research on universal vaccines and
treatments for long COVID and other emerging infectious diseases.

¢ [International Bodies] Strengthen global collaboration to monitor and
respond to cross-border disease outbreaks, ensuring rapid containment and
treatment.
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Pandemics

Relevant Articles

Long COvID tied to higher risk o... [April 12] - Read article
Qui ck takes: Re-enmergent COVID s... [April 12] - Read article
New COVID variant with inmmune es... [April 12] — Read article

Vacci ne coverage gaps spur Bangl... [April 12] — Read article
Measl es cases reach 583 in Utah ... [April 12] - Read article
New COVID variant with inmune es... [April 13] - Read article
Avian flu hits farms in Pennsylv... [April 13] — Read article
Vacci ne coverage gaps spur Bangl... [April 13] — Read article

US neasl es total surpasses 1,700... [April 13] — Read article
Mexi co’s Measles Qutbreak Accele... [April 13] — Read article

More peopl e requesting ‘unvaccin... [April 14] — Read article
New COVID variant with inmune es... [April 14] - Read article
Qoesity confers 70% higher risk ... [April 14] — Read article
Canbodi a confirms its first huma... [April 14] — Read article
3 new hurman avian flu cases repo... [April 14] — Read article
More peopl e requesting ‘unvaccin... [April 15] — Read article

New COVID variant with inmune es... [April 15] - Read article
US flu activity still high, with... [April 15] - Read article
I ndi ana: More than 350,000 birds... [April 15] — Read article
Canbodia confirns its first huma... [April 15] — Read article
Long COVID tied to higher risk o... [April 16] - Read article
Qui ck takes: Re-energent COVID s... [April 16] — Read article
After 3-week decline, flu cases ... [April 16] — Read article
Canbodia confirnms its first huma... [April 16] — Read article
Ut ah neasl es outbreak tops 600 c... [April 16] — Read article
Long COvID tied to higher risk o... [April 17] — Read article
Canbodia confirms its first huma... [April 17] — Read article

More peopl e requesting ‘unvaccin... [April 17] — Read article
Bangl adesh neasl es: 20,000 cases... [April 17] — Read article
Utah reports nore than 600 neasl... [April 17] — Read article

Long COVID costs world' s econony... [April 18] — Read article
Long COVID tied to higher risk o... [April 18] - Read article
US flu season receding but still... [April 18] — Read article
Canbodia confirns its first huma... [April 18] — Read article
Saudi Arabia confirms 9 MERS cas... [April 18] — Read article
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https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/influenza-general/after-3-week-decline-flu-cases-rise-across-us-rsv-covid-activity-high-certain
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/cambodia-confirms-its-first-human-case-h5n1-avian-flu-year
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMilAFBVV95cUxPT2VCa1lkYml1amNzbWJubkFMY0kxY0EwNlpDNnB1MmgyN2kxSjc1QXV4X0pzOVBVWXdScWtmS1NJWlM0YkJVN3puLVFJZVdHcDY1MGk1QWc1cW0zUmVncTZjOEFIM01yZXByMnQ2RXRYbTFWTzZNTnZkRDNvRE9Eam54U3ZOVjlfUjh5QVBEb19iRF8w?oc=5
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/long-covid-tied-higher-risk-heart-disease-even-after-mild-infection
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/cambodia-confirms-its-first-human-case-h5n1-avian-flu-year
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/more-people-requesting-unvaccinated-blood-themselves-or-their-children
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMif0FVX3lxTE5mWlRuQWNucTFEd1FhNnpQTFc1emlldndwU1lQMS1VbEZTbThJRXlvX2FxNU01NkxVWkdDT2lqNWw2U3NQaGZ4dzRVR0RyWlQ5dEtyV0wzQ0N1S0VsMWlaUGx5R3lGYVZVRWU1ODBJaXBvOU4xZzhrTm4tZzJROFU?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMigAFBVV95cUxQcmFiMFpYUnA1M25aNEg1am1icFQ2dlpaSHJpQXJLOUNoYldNTGdYTWt4TThVVllyVWZKLWxCOElmYlZ4RE1JWlBMdEIzOHE5X214ZDZRWWg3aDM1Zm5GZ0kyYTJQLVdRZkNwNFZ5ZWxMbV9VZGdyYTltZUNzc0NLTg?oc=5
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/long-covid-costs-world-s-economy-billions-analysis
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/long-covid-tied-higher-risk-heart-disease-even-after-mild-infection
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/influenza-general/us-flu-season-receding-still-deadly-12-more-child-deaths
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/cambodia-confirms-its-first-human-case-h5n1-avian-flu-year
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/mers-cov/saudi-arabia-confirms-9-mers-cases-including-hospital-cluster
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This week, the global threat level from misinformation and
disinformation remains high, consistently scoring 4.2 to 4.3. The
primary drivers of this risk include Al-generated content, deepfakes,
and politically charged falsehoods, which are impacting elections,
health, and geopolitical tensions. High-profile figures are often
targeted, with deepfakes and fake quotes distorting public perception.
Additionally, scams and fake apps are contributing to financial and
social harm, further eroding public trust. The pervasive nature of these
threats highlights the urgent need for enhanced detection tools, public
awareness, and regulatory measures to address the spread of

misinformation.



Information Integrity

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement stricter regulations and penalties for the creation
and dissemination of Al-generated misinformation and deepfakes.

¢ [Industry] Enhance Al detection tools and algorithms to better identify and
flag deepfake content and misinformation across digital platforms.

e [NGO] Launch public awareness campaigns to educate citizens on
recognizing and reporting misinformation and scams.

e [Education] Integrate media literacy and critical thinking skills into school
curricula to empower individuals to critically evaluate information sources.

e [International Organizations] Collaborate internationally to develop
strategies and tools for combating misinformation and supporting victims of
scams.
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Information Integrity

Relevant Articles

The Rise of Al-CGenerated Msinfo... [April 12] — Read article
Fake Al Photo of F-15 Crew Rescu... [April 12] - Read article
Fact Check: FAKE Sky News Report... [April 12] — Read article
An Arms Race Over Disinformation... [April 12] — Read article
Pal m Beach County man arrested f... [April 12] - Read article
Peopl e are nore susceptible to m.. [April 13] - Read article
Prosecution Ofice Tackles Al Fa... [April 13] - Read article
Al -generated fake content trigge... [April 13] — Read article
Experts urge action as misinform.. [April 13] - Read article
Phi | i ppi nes Asks Facebook to Cur... [April 13] — Read article
Look out for fake image of Melan... [April 14] - Read article

Col | age features fake inmages of ... [April 14] — Read article
Did Trunmp post, delete Al image ... [April 14] - Read article
Beware of these 15 fake Trump Tr... [April 14] - Read article
How social nedia & Al nmisinforma... [April 14] - Read article
Peopl e are nore susceptible to m.. [April 15] - Read article
Al Chathbots Vary Wdely on Fake ... [April 15] — Read article
Fake W ndows 11 24H2 Update Pose... [April 15] - Read article
Fake Ledger App Steals MIlions ... [April 15] - Read article

Bitcoin Demand From Fake U.S. Ma... [April 15] - Read article
Peopl e are nore susceptible to m.. [April 16] — Read article
Fake videos of politicians are g... [April 16] — Read article
Al -generated i nages behind incre... [April 16] — Read article
Al Fake News Found Its Perfect H .. [April 16] — Read article
Fake Ledger Live App on Apple St... [April 16] — Read article
Peopl e are nore susceptible to m.. [April 17] — Read article
Israeli military admt to postin... [April 17] — Read article
Trunp Invents Fake Pope Quote in... [April 17] — Read article
Hegseth Quotes Fake ‘Pulp Fictio... [April 17] - Read article
Pete Hegseth Led a Pentagon Pray... [April 17] - Read article
Watch out for fake Trunp post ca... [April 18] — Read article
Social nedia clips of crying U S... [April 18] - Read article

Peopl e are nore susceptible to m.. [April 18] — Read article
Hundr eds of Fake Pro-Trunp Avata... [April 18] - Read article
Mani pur’ s Runmour Economy: How Di ... [April 18] — Read article
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Unknown / Black Swan
Score Trend (Week of April 12-18, 2026)
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This week, the geopolitical tensions involving Iran, particularly in
relation to Israel, have been identified as a significant Black Swan risk.
The potential for regional conflict in the Middle East is escalating, with
implications for global geopolitical stability and economic conditions.
The situation is marked by an increasing likelihood of cascading
conflicts that could destabilize the region further and have worldwide
repercussions, particularly in terms of energy security and market
stability. The risk scores have been consistently high, indicating a
persistent and growing concern among analysts. The focus remains
on diplomatic efforts and strategic planning to mitigate these risks and

prepare for potential disruptions.



Unknown / Black Swan

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Increase diplomatic engagement with Middle Eastern
countries to facilitate dialogue and reduce tensions, focusing on Iran and
Israel.

¢ [Industry] Develop and implement contingency plans to manage potential
disruptions in global oil supply and mitigate economic impacts.

e [NGO] Mobilize resources and prepare for humanitarian assistance in
anticipation of potential regional instability and refugee crises.

e [Media] Ensure accurate and balanced reporting to prevent misinformation
and public panic regarding the geopolitical situation.

e [Research] Conduct scenario planning and risk assessments to understand
potential cascading effects of a Middle East conflict on global systems.
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Relevant Articles

Trunp nade a decision on Ilran, n... [April 15] - Read article
Net anyahu: Israel, US renoved ex... [April 15] - Read article
‘Existential threat’: Israel sur... [April 15] — Read article
I srael unites against the "exist... [April 15] — Read article
Badenoch: "Nuclear-armed Iran is... [April 17] - Read article
Trunp nade a decision on Ilran, n... [April 17] — Read article

Net anyahu: Israel, US renoved ex... [April 17] - Read article
‘Bl ack Swan’ Coul d Reshape the F... [April 17] — Read article

M ddl e East war is ‘black swan’ ... [April 17] - Read article
Iran War Poses ‘Existential’ Thr... [April 18] — Read article
Trunp nade a decision on Iran, n... [April 18] — Read article

Net anyahu: Israel, US renoved ex... [April 18] — Read article
‘Bl ack Swan’ Coul d Reshape the F... [April 18] — Read article
"Bl ack Swan' Aut hor Taleb Warns ... [April 18] — Read article
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Week in Review: April 12-18, 2026

This week, existential risk trends across the six domains reflect a
complex interplay of geopolitical, technological, and environmental
challenges. In the nuclear domain, tensions remain high due to stalled
diplomatic efforts and nuclear advancements by several nations,
underscoring the need for renewed international dialogue. Al risks are
moderate, driven by rapid technological progress and ethical
concerns, highlighting the necessity for robust regulatory frameworks.
Climate change risks are accelerating, with extreme weather and
ecosystem disruptions emphasizing the urgency for adaptive policy
measures. Pandemic threats are moderate but rising, with ongoing
outbreaks and vaccine hesitancy complicating public health
responses. Information integrity remains a significant concern, with
misinformation and Al-generated content impacting societal trust and
necessitating improved detection and regulation. Finally, geopolitical
tensions, particularly involving Iran, present a notable Black Swan risk,
with potential regional conflicts posing broader implications for global
stability and economic conditions.



Closing Notes

Thank you for reviewing this week’s Panthrisk report. To stay
informed, visit panthrisk.com — our dashboard is updated daily with
the latest risk levels, GPT summaries, and recommended actions.

If you find this information valuable, please share it with colleagues
working to reduce global catastrophic risk. Awareness is the first step

toward action.
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