PANTHRISK WEEKLY RISK REPORT

Week of January 18-24, 2026

Panthrisk monitors humanity’s most serious existential threats using
curated news sources and Al-assisted analysis. Each day, our models
evaluate key global developments, generate risk-level assessments,
and propose actionable interventions. This weekly report summarizes
the trends, risk shifts, and notable insights from January 18—-24, 2026
across all tracked categories.
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Nuclear War
Score Trend (Week of January 18-24, 2026)
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This week, the global nuclear threat level remains elevated due to
several factors, including the expiration of key arms control treaties,
modernization of nuclear arsenals, and heightened geopolitical
tensions among nuclear powers. The potential resumption of nuclear
testing by the United States and aggressive rhetoric from Russia have
further exacerbated these tensions. North Korea's expanding nuclear
capabilities and the erosion of existing arms control frameworks are
also contributing to the increased threat level. Diplomatic engagement
has decreased, leading to concerns about the risk of accidental
escalation. Overall, the situation underscores the urgent need for
renewed diplomatic efforts and arms control measures to mitigate
these risks.



Nuclear War

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Convene an international summit to negotiate the renewal or
replacement of key arms control treaties, including the New START treaty.

e [NGO] Launch public awareness campaigns to educate citizens on the
importance of nuclear disarmament and the risks associated with nuclear
testing.

¢ [Industry] Develop and promote technologies that enhance verification and
monitoring of nuclear activities to support compliance with arms control
agreements.

e [International Organizations] Facilitate dialogue between nuclear-armed
states to enhance crisis communication protocols and prevent accidental
escalations.

e [Academia] Conduct research on the potential impacts of nuclear
modernization and testing on global security, and disseminate findings to
policymakers.
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Nuclear War

Relevant Articles

Karaganov: Russia may |launch nuc... [January 18] — Read article
The expiration of New START thre... [January 18] — Read article
Former Putin adviser: Russia wil... [January 18] — Read article
The US's Nuclear Arns Treaty Wt... [January 18] — Read article

Trunp appears to suggest the U S... [January 18] — Read article
B61-13 first production unit com.. [January 21] — Read article
The expiration of New START thre... [January 21] — Read article
The US's Nuclear Arns Treaty Wt... [January 21] — Read article
Trunp appears to suggest the U S... [January 21] — Read article

Trunp says nhucl ear weapons testi... [January 21] — Read article
Nucl ear weapons: How European nu... [January 22] — Read article
Anal yst: Only Nucl ear Weapons Co... [January 22] — Read article
W are sleepwal king into nuclear... [January 22] — Read article
Former Putin adviser: Russia wil... [January 22] — Read article
What you need to know about rece... [January 22] — Read article

B61-13 first production unit com.. [January 23] — Read article
US Navy Coul d Add Nucl ear Weapon... [January 23] — Read article
South Korea's Lee says North pro... [January 23] — Read article

Seoul warns North Korea's nuclea... [January 23] — Read article
We are sleepwal king into nuclear... [January 23] — Read article
(News Focus) Lee's assessnent on... [January 24] — Read article
North Korea Can Build 20 Nukes a... [January 24] — Read article
W are sleepwal king into nuclear... [January 24] — Read article
Nucl ear Weapons Wthout Limts? ... [January 24] — Read article

Ask a Scientist: Wiat Happens Wi... [January 24] — Read article
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Artificial Intelligence
Score Trend (Week of January 18-24, 2026)
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This week, the Al risk level remained moderate, with a consistent
focus on the rapid advancements in Al capabilities and their
deployment across various sectors, including critical ones like
healthcare and military. These developments have heightened
concerns about alignment, control, societal impacts, and regulatory
challenges. The scores fluctuated slightly but generally hovered
around 3.5 to 3.8, indicating persistent concerns about the potential
for misuse and the concentration of power. The trend underscores the
need for effective oversight, transparency, and collaboration to ensure
that Al technologies are developed and deployed responsibly.
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Artificial Intelligence

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement stricter regulations and oversight on Al
deployment in critical sectors to ensure safety and alignment with public
interest.

e [Industry] Develop and adhere to comprehensive Al ethics guidelines to
address alignment and safety concerns.

e [NGO] Advocate for transparency and accountability in Al development and
deployment to prevent concentration of power.

e [Academia] Conduct interdisciplinary research on Al alignment and safety
to mitigate long-term existential risks.

e [International Organizations] Facilitate global cooperation on Al
governance to address cross-border challenges and ensure a balanced
distribution of Al benefits.

panthrisk.com — Panthrisk Weekly Risk Report



Artificial Intelligence

Relevant Articles

Strengthening the U S. Al supply..

OpenAl partners with Cerebras? [January 18]

OpenAl and SoftBank G oup partne..
Deepeni ng our collaboration with..
Strengt heni ng our partnership w...
Strengthening the U S. Al supply..

penAl partners with Cerebras? [January 19]
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Deepeni ng our partnership with t...
Strengt heni ng our partnership w...
Strengthening the U.S. Al supply..
Deepeni ng our collaboration with..
Strengt heni ng cyber resilience a..
US | awrakers, child health exper..
O egon | awrakers propose to regu..
Cisco and OpenAl redefine enterp..
Strengthening the U S. Al supply..
OpenAl and Sof t Bank Group partne..
Advanci ng science and math with ..
Strengt heni ng cyber resilience a..
Sout h Korea enacts first conpreh..
"Artificial Intelligence Bill of..

What happens when Al is snarter

Al Safety Benchmarking Study Rai..
OpenAl Pushes for Greater Worldw. ..
How countries can end the capabi..
Cisco and OpenAl redefine enterp..

OpenAl for Healthcare [January 23]

Strengt heni ng our partnership w...
Sout h Korea enacts first conpreh..
Hori zon 1000: Advancing Al for p..

OpenAl for Healthcare [January 24]

Al Influences On Strategic Stabi..
Pentagon to Integrate El on Misk’..
Sout h Korea beconmes the first co..
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Climate Change

Score Trend (Week of January 18-24, 2026)
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This week, the climate change trend continues to indicate a high risk,
driven by persistent global warming, record-breaking temperatures,
and increased extreme weather events. The situation is exacerbated
by accelerated glacial melting, ongoing ecosystem disruptions, and
inadequate policy responses. There is a potential breach of critical
temperature thresholds, highlighting the urgency for improved
preparedness across sectors. Political challenges and setbacks in
policy implementation further undermine efforts to mitigate climate
risks. The high climate risk underscores the need for immediate and
coordinated action to address these pressing issues.



Climate Change

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement stricter regulations and incentives to reduce
carbon emissions and accelerate the transition to renewable energy
sources.

e [NGO] Increase public awareness campaigns to educate on the impacts of
climate change and promote sustainable practices.

¢ [Industry] Invest in green technologies and sustainable practices to mitigate
climate risks and adapt to changing conditions.

e [Academia] Enhance climate models to improve predictions and inform
policy decisions, focusing on extreme weather events and ecosystem
impacts.

¢ [International Organizations] Strengthen global cooperation and support
for climate adaptation and mitigation efforts through binding agreements and
financial support for vulnerable regions.

panthrisk.com — Panthrisk Weekly Risk Report
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This week, the pandemic risk remains high due to a confluence of
factors including surging measles outbreaks, increased activity of
respiratory viruses like flu and RSV, and the pervasive impact of
vaccine misinformation. The healthcare system is under strain from
these multiple infectious disease outbreaks, and challenges persist in
vaccine deployment and public health messaging. Although there was
a slight dip in risk level on January 22 and 24, the overall situation
remains concerning with a need for urgent action to address
misinformation and improve vaccine uptake. The global nature of
these outbreaks, particularly with diseases like avian flu, underscores
the necessity for coordinated international efforts.



Pandemics

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement targeted vaccination campaigns to address
measles outbreaks and improve immunization rates in affected areas.

e [Healthcare Providers] Enhance patient education initiatives to counter
vaccine misinformation with evidence-based information and build trust in
vaccines.

e [NGO] Support community outreach programs to increase vaccine
accessibility and address hesitancy, particularly in underserved areas.

e [International Bodies] Coordinate efforts to monitor and control cross-
border disease outbreaks, focusing on measles and avian flu.

e [Research Institutions] Accelerate the development of universal vaccines
and treatments for respiratory viruses to better prepare for future outbreaks.
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Information Integrity
Score Trend (Week of January 18-24, 2026)
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This week, the global threat of misinformation remains high, primarily
driven by the proliferation of Al-generated content, including
deepfakes and fake news. Political disinformation, particularly
involving high-profile figures, continues to be a significant concern,
alongside false narratives in health and international relations. The
use of Al in creating manipulated media has exacerbated existing
disinformation campaigns, influencing public perception and policy
debates. The risk scores have consistently hovered around 4.0 to 4.3,
indicating a persistent and significant threat level. Efforts to counteract
these threats include enhancing detection tools, increasing fact-
checking, and promoting media literacy.



Information Integrity
Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement stricter regulations and penalties for the creation
and dissemination of Al-generated misinformation.

¢ [Industry] Develop and deploy advanced Al detection tools to identify and
flag Al-generated misinformation and deepfakes in real-time.

e [Education] Integrate media literacy programs into curricula to equip
individuals with skills to critically evaluate information sources.

e [NGO] Launch public awareness campaigns to educate citizens on
identifying and reporting misinformation.

e [International Organizations] Collaborate with international partners to
monitor and address cross-border disinformation campaigns effectively.
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https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMikwFBVV95cUxQTTZISDN0WUhDbXlqbmQzcEhTb0djLVk1RW94RzVqRnpHYXRHZTdZaHBwdmprdWVLMW5VVmEzLThvc05vTi0xcVA0ekVZb0NPSWYxNEdUdkxmd2J4TXcyYXJLd2k0TXlVTldEbDYzTy0xcHVzdGpSbjBnbmZsS1JrWFNGUE9QelRMd2tmQUNtWmJCYnc?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMikgFBVV95cUxQX0xFY0tPc3RsVUdBak0wVWQ2dEprMG9aV29iXzVoODFFQTdnUmNJa1gwVk1NamJjbEZBR3ZjQmNTMFdoU2Z1RnZYRlgtUlJVQXY5X1kzWWFrSnhzM3o0SXlQaFYwZDFBR0xlWkVHQlM3cmVJX2hLRmpYMjBGUk4zMDBzZXRRTWh1WmpRWkhfcFJIQQ?oc=5
https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/earth-temporary-second-moon/
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiqwFBVV95cUxOVTNfUlNRZGJweDN5aXZuTjVBWmk0ZmdKd1R6U2l4UnVpNGVxMlc3YTdUUUtHNVBIVnRyMDhxMEdJaHBDbnVnSjNvUUJjOFFLRURPMWdLcnphdDZSbkh4VzF5eTd3YlV3U3NqTWRrbl9rM0dmZlBabXo3d3pLUEtCUTdHckR4ajJPNXpoa2dEMWlPdktyYk1nT1MzNTIwVnlRazl1dHhWOExfQkE?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMijgFBVV95cUxOT1l1YkROYlBuZE85cFdVdkwtRlFIb0tPUWdXalBjVGVDQXlCSDVsbW5meENSM2wtRXRvaDFpeG1lcnd5M2NodFJFQ1hHcjVYREJFUW5kUWtMSE5fXzRWYzdXdEdPTElac3N1Y0lVakx1MnJUbmVvU3RxNVBBVWZFR3pYMi01R2NPMnoxWlhn?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMi7gFBVV95cUxPRjNSZVZrSkJzejRWblA5QW41d2tsWHZ2Tl9YcnhPU2lxSlFrUnJzV2t1WjhRTVRxQ2lmVm01V0FsQkZ4amdLNUVMbjRNWjBDZm42Y1ZlY0dsY1ZzbWJneWJKd01hdjVncmhuOW44ejd4NjF1Szd1QWpaUDQ0dFlGaDljMjAyM1I4R1lpVXlMLU5XXy1hVjdCSjlxMjQ2a1ZtOWZhV1Q0blE0QUxLbWdrbm1QZFlGbE5zTkYxTHg3a3d1a09rVlJMSlJfa19VTENZRWRsV283UEJyY0ZwS3JCME9tUE1ET2JlWG5Ud0Z3?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMipgFBVV95cUxNSmdmVzNlcWpUODR3X3hGaGlXcG9ZY2RWa3dkOGdhZFE2SlpleGU0NU1DRnl3NjJrZk1Va2JPVm5ZMzhxbjEwN2RvR3psU3lfWklWbWtEbjN4MEY3bExVNlNqbmw5Vk1aOHJTR1RiUUFjTFA5dlNoUTZqQ1FOMWtuVW9YX0g2UG1kcUJyd1BFSUJsZFA3N0dTMFNIRG1VOVU2bTZwZkxR?oc=5

Unknown / Black Swan
Score Trend (Week of January 18-24, 2026)
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This week, several potential existential threats have been identified,
with significant implications for global stability. In Iran, ongoing
protests and a digital blackout indicate a high risk of regional
destabilization, reminiscent of the 1979 revolution. Iceland's
identification of a potential collapse of the Atlantic Ocean current
highlights a severe threat to global climate systems, with potential
widespread environmental and economic impacts. Additionally, US
actions in Greenland are causing concern over NATQO's stability, while
advancements in guantum computing pose a risk to global financial
and security infrastructures by potentially undermining current
cryptographic systems. These developments underscore the need for
international cooperation and proactive measures to mitigate these
diverse threats.



Unknown / Black Swan

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Increase diplomatic engagement with Iran to address the
underlying causes of unrest and promote stability.

e [NGO] Enhance support for human rights organizations in Iran to document
and respond to potential abuses.

e [Industry] Invest in quantum-resistant cryptographic research to secure
financial and security systems against future threats.

e [International Organizations] Collaborate on monitoring and developing
early warning systems for ocean current changes.

e [Media] Provide balanced and comprehensive coverage of geopolitical
developments to inform global audiences and reduce misinformation.
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Unknown / Black Swan

Relevant Articles

Fires on the Rise in the Far North [January 20] — Read article

Fire on Ice: The Arctic’'s Changi... [January 20] — Read article
Iran | ocks nation into ‘darker’ ... [January 20] — Read article
Protests calling for regine chan... [January 20] — Read article
US intervention in Greenland 'ex... [January 21] — Read article
Video. US intervention in Greenl... [January 21] — Read article
US intervention in Greenland 'ex... [January 21] — Read article
Europe Today: Vestager says Gree... [January 21] — Read article
| cel and deens possible Atlantic ... [January 22] — Read article
I cel and sees security risk, exis... [January 22] — Read article
A Wall Street analyst warns that... [January 23] — Read article
Iran |l ocks nation into ‘darker’ ... [January 24] — Read article
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https://science.nasa.gov/earth/earth-observatory/fires-on-the-rise-in-the-far-north/
https://science.nasa.gov/earth/earth-observatory/fire-on-ice-the-arctics-changing-fire-regime/
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiqwFBVV95cUxNT0QzRkNKSU9OQjFxYkhlTEtCUHFXMXhlOXpBeHpXMjZ2Z3VvOC1kdWVvVi1lUE4wTUllMVRVcjQwQWxFX2ExMnU2S0JCeFRPWnR3ME5CMDJOLTR4RTZ2eGVOamJCX0gtYkJScGZWRlR2M2w3UXh3RmJpamVYbnFleE50dDlBcTNxOGdrV1dLWF9YR2ltT2w0VXFaR1BOQ2xWa0txMk5WWTNJTmvSAbABQVVfeXFMT2w1c1d2RmJRaUh5d2xiS0d1WDFlWnE3a1p4b1pWZXZEN3lZR1NydW0yYVdQd1pXdy1mWlBHd0pndG1pN1pCVlk4SzNsZWw4Y3RzWmZkdEJlakU3STY2VUx1dW1mN0RKUk5FcDMxWWUtUjZUUzc2Tmk3NWdBazMxaHoybHRYZnQzLTZCby16T3ZFcFM2NmJiZURUWDdGUU5Lb3dqU3B4SkdFanBEd1ZybUs?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMi2AFBVV95cUxOcUNzdG92RjBxcC13X0g4Y0k0UDAzS2VhZGhDc2J4bXFscmZVZ3RaZmhmTnVRcmJYSkdadWVYMUhiNmxDZlR1d1prMmFlY3hTYTBxUkpJcjlPbC1wTGZ3X3pxT1pqX19uR0puUGFGU0lqV2M1UnFuWlEwbWJ1cERWNlhsckl6ZGlnUlQ4NEdVRno2bkduei1LbDRuay03QmRQNFhpTXd3bkFCRHR1VnRZX3R4d0N1VUlsN3Y5OXlkRWZySWRyZlJoenB3cmdZcW1sbEF2d1VxZkM?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMijgFBVV95cUxPXzV6VmdfZ1JoTVhwY0Z0LUtoRGZBWkM2UUVUYXRyMWtpbTRvQkI0cVBvSzlvbHVJZllvM2JFUC1ZWjFQUktBZHR6UTZESEpVLTcwZEp4V1VQWlduWkJvdmNGUmhFS21qb24xRC1wa0ViZ0N3aXdjVUdhUDRxMTZ5dkNLOU5YRnRBSldPUkpB?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMizAFBVV95cUxQaUw5TkV4X0FVbXkweXpnOEFoSWhxUWR1YmxvOFhaXzNKTV9YbWs4QXY2TU05WlR2TDJyZ0xLM3VjakFsU0J1amFXSEdESWpHYk9PT1BuaTFUUVFFcVBZNHZoSFdVUUVrcTFfakR6YlZyWnZDbHlHM2ktUDhreVVkRG8tQllYQ3NfRlhBblo4Qjg5b1B1RDQxSk9sU21uNGhxS0hoVEhzRjJRTGVQRFpQRUVRakRIZEdIanJpbFpldC1mVlpnMW1vMk1iOWQ?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMi0gFBVV95cUxPV2ZjR095cFBzZXVRQ2hOY2ZlQkdlZGNGRmwzU3YzR1VGdEVPOFVWU2Q4RGRwb3ZMRG9aMnNJaWUzOE9uRDVHZGlKQ0RELTJWRnozSDlkODBzdm1iWVJYZVNlUnpfbWszRXRIVUdXMlZHMkRSSi13MVF2UTVyOEpTSEstbFZpTkpHSUp3bmNwOTdBR1Q4dkZkRXJNOTh4TUlBZEdMYW0zOS1xeUE1ZkhtZGtNdkJxZkdtazFGYWo3U2tFQkpHcHk0U2M4dHp4M1E5dWc?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMi0gFBVV95cUxQcEROZkRHX3A2Z25VUlRVZkJfSE8yQTZaYW1WQlo5bGxJWXN4SE1jLXJfel9EVjNoeDBQQzdmRmZvQ0hsWGgzVklLSE95ZFpfODNCdUtBaTB2bkxvbk4zc1NRdXJuVVZPcDZtT1pfMmR5SlZTVFViQkppTWlibTNkQVJLRmVuNlRjakU4aTlHLWdXOGl0akRzakU1UTJwTUZxZTVsNUo0QUxOaXJ5S3B5a3N2NkdyQml3emRpbEVmRG90MnZGNU9lY1B5bERlWnNMMHc?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMizgFBVV95cUxQeXJaVkxwZ1ZoRVlzbG56TTVuSWo4QkpFVkVFZTJHZUNDYkJINzZDYTJLVjZWUE9jcEZyc25JNHE2QV9hNFZwLW1tYlJqRjBsQXV2Q2JVLTZXeVNCVGU4bFlGT25YbU90UTM2ZEJUekx0S0NMTmtXbjMyOWN2RFBDYWRlUGJGN0hRcm1XNlo3cmZmcjRNb2ZpVEVNVU5GYmhseU1MVXNiaVQ1cFFUNDBNRTJ4dFpqUWZqRXk2bktyRHZEZzFUYWpRS2g2dzY4UQ?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMijwJBVV95cUxQc1IzbkxjUFlBQW5nQUxKcVpHOWRfZnZSa2dTcGpFYmFDT0xXTks3ZFVrUHkySDMwbjhiMEdwX0tYdTVpVHBoZ3JPSzA5UXRSSFl3VGZGa2ZQNmVZNzJJWTk1Z0dfTG92T0N2WnctSUQ2V1NOU0w1R0Mwb01kT3QtWDlacU9acFJLNHJvdUx0M19mcHU0RUJZSkhibVUyZ1QxZGFTZ0hIcGpkb3hnUkgwWGdUZ3RidXJpTlhFVEc2TTI1T2VNS1U4NmhEeHZCMnB1SXI2ZUo0NzFYR0Zvb3dKQi1DLVU3clE3TFRfMzBIckpPRFpRVTNWUWI4WVpfenNnb1IxYkxoN1dVeHpTSjE0?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMirgFBVV95cUxPbW5zekFoSDVIc1AtWTVCV2ZVRmczU0lBYXFWMlNyWUR1cnlRMDVvY3I0T3hlWkttdDNlUm52T0ttZW5WMUdoZ0NRbjNaQWpOMGlGQnlNUHlyRy1KRDdSNm03V2ZlZ2tuN3U0dVFWWWlGbnE4emw0VUFqWXJKcUgzQ2UxN1ZqSUVId3NZazJuN3N2ZjZiRnhleHlGbHEwM2lvRk14MzZjY1BJbDJLOUE?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiqwFBVV95cUxNT0QzRkNKSU9OQjFxYkhlTEtCUHFXMXhlOXpBeHpXMjZ2Z3VvOC1kdWVvVi1lUE4wTUllMVRVcjQwQWxFX2ExMnU2S0JCeFRPWnR3ME5CMDJOLTR4RTZ2eGVOamJCX0gtYkJScGZWRlR2M2w3UXh3RmJpamVYbnFleE50dDlBcTNxOGdrV1dLWF9YR2ltT2w0VXFaR1BOQ2xWa0txMk5WWTNJTmvSAbABQVVfeXFMT2w1c1d2RmJRaUh5d2xiS0d1WDFlWnE3a1p4b1pWZXZEN3lZR1NydW0yYVdQd1pXdy1mWlBHd0pndG1pN1pCVlk4SzNsZWw4Y3RzWmZkdEJlakU3STY2VUx1dW1mN0RKUk5FcDMxWWUtUjZUUzc2Tmk3NWdBazMxaHoybHRYZnQzLTZCby16T3ZFcFM2NmJiZURUWDdGUU5Lb3dqU3B4SkdFanBEd1ZybUs?oc=5

Week in Review: January 18-24, 2026

This week, existential risk trends across various domains have shown
a mix of stability and heightened concerns. In the nuclear domain,
tensions remain elevated due to geopolitical dynamics and the erosion
of arms control frameworks, emphasizing the need for renewed
diplomatic efforts. Al risks continue to be moderate, with ongoing
concerns about the rapid advancement of technology and its societal
impacts, highlighting the importance of oversight and collaboration.
Climate change risks remain high, driven by extreme weather events
and inadequate policy responses, underscoring the urgency for
coordinated action. Pandemic risks are also high, with multiple
infectious disease outbreaks and challenges in vaccine deployment,
necessitating improved public health strategies. Information integrity is
threatened by the proliferation of Al-generated content and
disinformation, requiring enhanced detection and media literacy
efforts. Lastly, potential black swan events, such as regional instability
in Iran and environmental threats from ocean current changes, point to
the need for proactive international cooperation to address these
emerging concerns.



Closing Notes

Thank you for reviewing this week’s Panthrisk report. To stay
informed, visit panthrisk.com — our dashboard is updated daily with
the latest risk levels, GPT summaries, and recommended actions.

If you find this information valuable, please share it with colleagues
working to reduce global catastrophic risk. Awareness is the first step

toward action.
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